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On this the Prime Minister minuted : " Assure him
that his interference was quite right, and such as I
desire and am thankful for."

The Scottish Entail Bill was in danger of delay.
It was unpopular with some landlords. Rosebery,
however, warned the Private Secretary at 10 Downing
Street of the Scottish discontent at the slow progress
of the measure, with good effect. But a more serious
situation arose over the Scottish Endowments Bill. It
is nakedly set out in the following letter :

HOME DEPARTMENT, June 27th, 1882.
" MY DEAR MR. GLADSTONE,

" I am sorry to trouble you in the midst of your labours
with a letter. I would not do so did I not think the matter
one of the greatest importance both to Scotland and the
administration of Scottish affairs by the present Government.
Moreover your statement on Tuesday and Mr. Duncan
McLaren's letter appear to make it opportune.

" I do not think from what you said on Tuesday that
you are aware of the almost vital necessity of passing the
Scottish Endowments Bill this session. I say c almost vital,'
which is a strong expression, with reference to Scotland and
the position of the Government there. The Endowments
Bill has been introduced three times by this Government.
It has received the general support of the Scottish members,
and, if I might employ a much abused term, of the intelligent
people of Scotland. As a measure, no impartial person will,
I think, deny its merits. But were it the worst measure ever
brought in, its position as regards the Government would be
very much the same. Three times in three successive sessions
has the Government introduced the BUI to Parliament. By
a combination of what I fear our enemies would term
indifference on the part of the Government, and very un-
scrupulous lobbying on the part of a small and corrupt clique
which opposes it, it has twice been allowed to lapse. It is
now for the third time in danger. The clique I allude to
already boasts that it has again beaten the Government and
that the Bill will again be allowed to drop. That means that
the recess will again be passed in intrigue and wirepulling in
Edinburgh, in renewed vapourings over the defeat of the
Government, in unscrupulous charges against all connected
with the Government or the Bill, in reiterated complaints as